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—Sed te decor ifte, quod optas, | 
 Effe vetat, votoque tuo tua forma repugnat. Ovid. 
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which every Perfon of Merit pays to the To the GUARDIAN. 

Publick; and my Lord Verulam finely ob- : 

ferves, that a Man who has no Virtuein STR, 
himfelf, ever envies Virtue in others, knownothow ¢ y Don’t know at what nice Point you fix the 
it comes to pafs, but Detraction thro’ all Ages has * Bloom of a young Lady; but I am one who 
been found a Vice which the Fair Sex too eafily ¢ can jaft look back upon Fifteen. My Father dy- 
give into. Not the Roman Satyrift could ufe them « ing three Years ago, left me under the Care and 
with more Severity than they themfelves do one a-  * Direétionof my Mother, with a Fortutie not pro- 
nother. Some audacious Criticks, in my Opinion, ¢ fufely great, yet fuch as might demand a very 
have launched out a little too far, when they take = * handfom Settlement, ‘if ever Propofals of Marriage 
opon them to prove, in Oppofition yo Hiftory, that fhould be offered. My Mother, after the ufual 
Leis‘ was a Woman of'as. — Virtue as Beauty, ¢ time of retired’ Mourning was over, was fo at- 
which violently difpleafing the Phrynes of thofetimes, * fe&ionately indulgent to me, as to take me along 
they fecretly prevailed with the Hiftorians to de- ¢ withherin all her Vifits; but ftill not thinking the 
liver her down to Pofterity under the infamous  ¢ gratified my Youth enough, permitted me further co 
Chara&er of an extorting Proftitute. But tho’ have o with my Relatioris to all the publick, cheerful, 
the greateft Regard imaginable to that fofter Spe- ut innocent Entertainments, where the was too 
cies, yet am I forry to find they have very littlefor ¢ referved to appear her felf. The two firft Years 
themfelves, So far are they from being tender of + of my Teens were eafie, pay and delightful, E- 
one another’s Reputation, that they take a malicious very one carefled mes the old Ladies told me how 
Pleafure in deftroying it. My Lady the other Day, * finely I grew, and the young ones were proud of 
when ack was asking who could be fo bafe to + my Company; but when the third Year had alittle 
fpread fuch a Report about Mrs.——, anfwer’d, * advanced, my Relations ufed ta tell my Mother 
None, you may be fure, but a Woman. A little * that pretey Mifs Clary was thot vpinto a Woman, 
after Dick told my,Lady, that he had heard Florella ¢ The Gentlemen begun now not to let ther Eyes 
hint as if Cleore wore artificial Teeth; TheReafon  * piance over me, and in moft Places | found my ielf 
is, faid the, becaufe Cleora firlt gave out, that Flo-  * diftinguithed ; but obferved the ‘more | grew. into 
rella ow’d her Complexion to a Wath. Thus the ¢ theEfteem of their Sex, the more ‘I loft the Favour 
induftrious pretty Creatures take Pains, by Inventi- ~* of my own. Some of thofe’ whom [ had been 
on, to throw Biemifhes on each other, when they  ¢ familiar with, grew cold and indifferent: Others 
don’t cowfider that there is a profligate Sett of F el- miftook, by delign. my Meaning, made me {peak 
lows too ready to taint the Character of the virtu what I néver thought, and fo by degrees touk o¢- 
ous, or biaft the Charms of the blooming Virgin. cafion to break off all Acquaintance, There were 
The young Lady, from whom I'had the honour of . ¢ feyeral litle infignificant Refc@ions calt vpdn me, 

\teceiving the following Letter, deferves, or rather ¢-gs being 3 Lady of a great many Quaintnefles and 
claims, Protcetion from our Sex, fincefo barbsroufly -¢ fych like, which [ feemed not to take natice of. 
treated by her own. . Cectainly they oughtto defend —* But my Mother coming home about a Week ago, 
Innocence from injury, who gave ignorantly the told me there was aScandal fpread about Town by 
Occation of its being aflaulted. Had the Menbeen = ¢ my Enemies, that would at-onceruin me for ever 
lets liverai of their Applaufes, the Womenhadbeen ¢ foraBeauty; 1 earneftly entreated her to know it, 
More tharing of their calumnious Ceniures. - ' 6 fhe refufed me, but Yefterday it.difcovered it felf, 
* Being 
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* Being in an Affembly of Gentlemen and Ladies, 
* one of the Gentlemen who had been very facetious 
* to feveral of the Ladies, at iaft turningto me, And 
* as for you, Madam, Prior has already given us 
© your Caaradter, © 


That Air aud Harmony of Shape exprefs, 
Fine by degrees, and beantifully lefs. 


‘ | perceived immediately a malignant Smile difplay 
* ittelf in the Countenance of fone of the Ladies, 
* which they feconded with a fcornful flutter of the 
*, Fan, till one of them unable any longer to con- 
* ruin, ask’d the Gentleman if he did not remember 
* what Congreve faid about Axrelia, for the thought 
* it mighty pretty. He made no Anfwer, but-in- 
* flantly repeated the Verfes. 


The Mulcibers, who in the Minories fweat, 

And Maffive Bars on fiubborn Anvils beat ; 
Deform'd themfelves, yet Surge thofe Stays of Steel 
Which arm Aurelia with a Shape to kill. 


¢ This was no fooner over, but it was eafily difcer- 
+ nable what an ill-natured Satisfa@tion moft of the 
* Company took, andthe more Pleafure they fhowed 
* by dwelling upon the two laft Lines, the more 
¢ they encreafed my Trouble and Confufion. And 
* now, Sir, after this tedious Account, what would 
* you advife me to? Is there no way to be cleared 
© of thefe malicious Calumnies? at ‘is Beauty 
* worth, that makes the Puileffor thus Unhappy? 
¢ Why was Nature fo lavith of her Gifisto me, asto 
* make her Kinduefs prove aCruelty? They tell me 
* my Shape is delicate, my Eyes fparkling, my Lips 
© 1 know not what, my Cheeks, forfooth, adorned 
© withajuft mixture of the Rofeand Lillie; but I with 
© this Face was barely not difagreeable, this Voice 
* harfh and unharmonious, thefe Limbs only not 
* deformed, and then perhaps I might live eafie and 
* unmolefted, and neither raife Love and'Admiration 
* in the Men, nor Scandal and Hatred in the Wo- 
* men. 


Your very bumble Servant, 
CLARINA. 


The beft Anfwer I can make my fair Correfpond- 
ent is, That fhe ought to comfort her felf with this 
Confideration, that thofe who talk thus of her know 
it is falfe, but with they cou'd make others believe 
it-true. *Tis not they thitk you deform’d, but are 
vex’d that they themfelves were not as nicely 
framed. If you will take an old Man’s Advice, 
laugh, and be not concerned at them; they have 
attain’d what they endeavoured if they make you 
uneafie, for it is Envy that“has made theth fo. I 
would not have you with your Shape one fixtieth 
Part sof an Inch difproportioned, nor defire your 
Face might be impoverithed with the Ruin of half 
a Feature, tho” numbers of remaining Beauties might 
make the. Lofs inienfible; but take Courage, go in- 
to the brighteft Affemblies, and the World will 


\ 


quickly confefs it to be Scandal. Thus Plato, hears 
ing it was afferted, by fome Perfons, that he was 
a very bad Man, J foall take care, faid he, to live 
fe, that no Body will believe them. 

I thall conclude this Paper with a Relation of 
matter of Fad. A gay young Gentleman in the 
Country, not many Years ago, fell defperately in 
Love with a blooming fine Creature, whom give 
me leave to call Melffa. After a pretty long De- 
lay, and frequent Sollicitations, fhe refufed feveral 
others of larger Eftates, and confented tomakehim 
happy. But they had not been marry’d much a. 
bove a Twelve-month, tillitappear’d too true, what 
Fuba lays; 


Beauty foon grows familiar to the Lover, ' 
Fades in the Eye, and palls upon the Senfe. 


Polydore (for that was his Name) finding himfelf 
grow every Day more uneafie, and unwilling the 
fhould difcover the Caufe, for Diverfion came up 
to Town, and to avoid all Sufpicions brought A. 
lif along with him. After fome Stay here, Polydore 
was one Day informed, that a Sett of Ladies over 
their Tea Table, in the Circle of Scandal,had touched 
upon/Meliffa — And wasthat the filly Thing fo much 
talked of? How did the ever grow into a Toaft? 
For their parts they had Eyes, as well as the Men, 
but could not difcover whereher Beauties lay. Po 
lydore pon hearing this flew immediately home, 
and told Meliffa, with the utmoft .Tranfport, 
that he was now folly convinced how numberlefs 
were her Charms, fince her own Sex would not 
allow her any. 


Mr. IRONSIDE, Button’s Coffee-houje. 

¢ I Have obferved that this Day you make Men- 
' 4 “tion of Will's Coffee-houfe, as a Place where 
¢ Peopleare too Polite te hold a-Man in Difcourfe 
* by the Button. Every body knows your Honoor 
* frequents this Houfe, therefore they will take an 
4 nite, againft me, and fay if my Company 
* was as Civil as that at Wall’s, you would fay fo: 
* Therefore pray your Honour do‘ not be afraid of 
* doing me Juftice, becaufe People would think it 
* may be a Conceit below you on this Occafion to 


* name the Name of, 
. Your bumble Servant, 
Danie} Button. 


‘ The young Poets are in the back Room, and 
* take their Places as you dire&ted. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

For the Benefit of Mr. Boman. 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians. 
At the Theatre-Royal in Drury-Lane, this 


Day, being che 18:h of June, will be prefented, The Hi- 
ftory ind Fa'l of Caius Marius, The Part ef C.ius Mars by Mr. 
Powel; Marius Jucior by Mr. Beoth, Metellus by Mr. Boman, Le 
vinia by Mrs. Bradfhaw, Nurfe by Mr. Bullock, Fir Clown bn ie 
Penkethman, Second Clown by Mr. Nortis. With Dancing by Mri 
Princ? end Mrs. Bicknel, By HW: Majefty’s Command no Perlors 
aré to be sdudiited’behind the Seenes: Nor any Mony to berecura’d 
after the Curtain is drawn up. 
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